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January 30, 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56 and §1. 97(b), the 
applicant wishes to call the attention o£ the Examiner to 
the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies 
of these references are sxibmitted herewith. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,278,491 

The aforementioned reference was cited in the 
"Background of the Invention" section of the present 
application. Accordingly, no further discussion is believed 
to be necessary. 



U.S. Patent Publication No. US 2003/0020944 
U.S. Patent No. 5,327,526 
U.S. Patent No. 6,157,459 
U.S. Patent No. 6,072,252 

European Patent Application No. EP 0 869 660 A2 
European Patent Application No. EP 1 137 247 A2 
The aforementioned references were cited in the 
European Search Report of applicants' corresponding European 
Application No. 03100514.3, a copy of which is also 
enclosed. 

Applicant respectfully requests that this prior art be 
considered during the examination of this application. 



Respectfully submitted. 




MILDE & HOFFBERG, LLP 
10 Bank Street - Suite 460 
White Plains, NY 10606 
(914) 949-3100 
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